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Our Society is involved
with several programs. The
ones that come forth easily
are the ROTC/JROTC program and the Eagle Scout
program. We
have some outstanding volunteers that spend
significant time
and effort towards these very
important programs which
provide recognition to the
young men of
our communities.
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Our volunteers working
with these programs as well
as others serving on our
Committees are quite important to our Society as

well as our Community. We
are an organization that
attempts to identify and
recognize those individuals
whose contributions to their
community embody the
values and principles of our founders.
Please share with
us your contributions to your community so that we
may share what
you are doing with
your fellow compatriots. If you are
not currently involved with a project consider volunteering a
little of your time with your
Chapter or Society. It will
really make a difference to
both you as well as to our
organization.

SAR APPLICATIONS
Please mail all new
member and supplemental application toCompatriot David K.
Kentsmith, M.D.
16902 S. HWY 50
Springfield, NE
68059-4827
If you need to contact
Compatriot Kentsmith,
he may be reached by
phone at 402-253-2577
or by email at: k-NESAR@Q.COM
NECROLOGY:
John E. Dau, Scribner,
NE, died in January
2010.

ebraska SAR Society Winter Photos
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ESSAR Spring Meeting April 10, 2011
The President of the Nebraska Society Sons of the American Revolution has advised that the Members of the Board
of Counselors has reviewed the Budget for this year and it has been approved. In accordance with the Nebraska Society By-Laws the Budget will be presented to the Membership for their approval at the Annual Spring Meeting which
will be held at Mahoney State Park, April 10th, 2011 at 1:00 PM.
Our Spring Meeting is our most important Society meeting of the year and all Members are encouraged to attend. It
not only is the time when we as a group have the opportunity to review our Society’s business developments and accomplishments of the past year but also review what lies ahead. There is so much that we can accomplish in the
state of Nebraska to further the ideals of our Patriot forefathers, such as working with Scouts, presentation of Flag
Certificates, working with the VA Hospital, VA Nursing Homes, presenting ROTC/JROTC Medals, just to name a few.
The Spring Meeting would be a great time for our members to put a plug in, submit your ideas on what you want your
Society to work on.
We have a great program lined up for our Meeting. We will be presenting the Eagle Scout Trophy and Scholarship to
a deserving Eagle Scout. We will also be presenting the Fireman’s Medal and Certificate and stipend to a most deserving Fire Safety individual.
Come and be a part of this important Meeting. It has been a long winter and now it’s time to get out of the house and
be with your fellow Compatriots, some you probably haven’t seen for quite awhile. Bring your wife or guest with you.
If you know a Compatriot that needs a ride please bring them with you. I’m sure everyone will enjoy themselves. Mahoney Lodge does a great job with the meal and always makes us feel welcome.

One of Omaha’s Finest Completes Application
Sergeant Jeremy
Christensen, a
member of the
Omaha, Nebraska
Police Department
took time during
his lunch break to
stop by our meeting at the Venice
Inn to sign his application for membership into the
Sons of the Ameri-

can Revolution. Jeremy
stated, “I think my Grandmother would be proud that
one of her grandsons is
continuing her membership
in this type of organization. I look forward to becoming a full fledged member of the Chapter and
learning about everyone’s
lineage. Being a student of
that period of history, this
just adds realism for me. I

am excited to learn more about the
group and be an active member of
the Chapter. “ Assisting Jeremy at
the signing ceremony were Member
Richard Ewing and Omaha Chapter
Secretary Fred Walden. Omaha
Chapter President Dr. David Kentsmith thanked Jeremy for bringing
together all the necessary documents required for membership.
Great job Jeremy.

Bill and Sara Sellgren Presents Programs
Sara Sellgren gave a
wonderful program on
Dolley Madison and her
life during Revolutionary
times. Sara dressed in
period costume during her
presentation which kept
her audience in that time
period.

Bill Sellgren gave a program on the Navy during
pre-Revolutionary times
up through the end of the
Revolutionary War. Bill
also dressed in his period
costume which helped
keep his audience in that
time period.

They both did such
wonderful presentations that we hope to
have the opportunity
once again to have
them back. Thank
you, Bill and Sara.
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2011 Meetings and Events
———————————————————————
Feb 4, Lincoln Chapter Meeting, Eastmont
5:00 pm

Apr 1,
5:00 pm
Apr 10,
1:00 pm

Towers

Feb 8, Omaha Chapter Meeting, Venice Inn
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Lincoln Chapter Meeting, Eastmont
Towers
ESSAR Spring Meeting, Mahoney
State Park

Apr 12, Omaha Chapter Meeting, Venice Inn
6:00 pm

6:00 pm
Feb 12 Society Audit Meeting, Fred Walden’s

———————————————————————–
May 6,

10:00 am Shop

5:00 pm

Lincoln Chapter Meeting, Eastmont
Towers

———————————————————————
May 10, Omaha Chapter Meeting, Venice Inn

Mar 4, Lincoln Chapter Meeting, Eastmont
5:00 pm

Towers

May 30 Wyuka Cemetery Walk

Mar 8, Omaha Chapter Meeting, Venice Inn
6:00 pm
Mar 10-12

6:00 pm

9:00 am
—————————————————————————————-

Trustee Meeting, SSAR HQ

Jun-Jul-Aug 2011: No Meetings by Omaha Chapter

OMAHA FEBRUARY CHAPTER MEETING

The above are pictures taken during the Omaha Chapter’s Meeting in February at the Venice Inn.
“Hats off” to Dr. David Kentsmith, President of the Omaha Chapter, who was the speaker for the
Omaha Chapter’s Meeting for February. He gave a talk and passed around pictures of Benedict Arnold and the “Boot Monument” . His talk concerned Benedict Arnold and the Battle of Saratoga. He
made it very interesting and was well received. The text and other photo’s of his presentation will be
in a future edition of the Nebraska Society Newsletter.
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Members Corner
We are looking for articles for our Newsletter about our members Patriots. Would you be willing to put together
an article about your Patriot? It could be one or two pages long or even a paragraph. If you go up to four or five
pages we could have a continuation into the next Quarter's Newsletter. These articles would then be available for
all of our members to enjoy. If we can assist you in any way with putting something together just let us know.
An article would be such a great way to pass down to our future generations what our Patriot did for our country.
We’re only an email away.
We now have two Newsletters published and distributed to our members. I would like to ask you now to take a good look at these
Newsletters and let me know what you would like to see in future editions. Are there areas of interest that you would like included? How well are we meeting your needs? If you have any stories and/or pictures you take at any of our events that you can
share, please contact the Newsletter Editor at chiefknott@aol.com. This is your Newsletter and we want it to be as informative and
interesting as we can make it. That’s where you can help.

Meet My Patriots
Cornelius & Charles Atkinson - FRO TIER RA GERS
Patriot Ancestors of
William S Webb
Among the frontier rangers stationed at Ft. Augusta on the banks of the Susquehanna in the early days of the French and Indian
War, was a young man named Cornelius Atkinson who thus introduced himself upon the American scene. In time he became the
progenitor of many strong and sturdy pioneers. His descendants have generally shown a rather unusual sense of family loyalty and
quite a number of them have paid honor to their ancestor by affiliating with patriotic societies.
Ft. Augusta in what is now Northumberland County was one of the forts authorized and established after Braddock's defeat for
the protection of the western settlements of Pennsylvania from attacks by the Indians. Cornelius Atkinson was listed as a private in
Captain Joseph Shippen's company of the First Pennsylvania Regiment April 3, 1756 and on April 20th was issued clothing consisting of one coat, two pairs of leather breeches, one white shirt and two pairs of shoes. How long he had been in America at that
time we do not know. He is said to have been born in Ireland in 1732, son of Robert Atkinson and wife both natives of that country. He settled in a region colonized by fellow-Scotch-Irish Presbyterians. He was in active service more than a year and later received a land warrant, presumably because of it.
In 1758 he married Mary (Stephens) Cross in Northumberland (then part of Lancaster) County, PA and within the next three or
four years exercised his land warrant by settling on the south side of the Juniata River just west of its junction with the Susquehanna where his immediate neighbors were the Stephens, Baskins, Kerl and Ellis families. This locality was then in Cumberland,
but it is now a part of Perry County. On May 7, 1762, Marcus Huling, recently returning from Pittsburg, filed a complaint with the
Pennsylvania authorities that the above-named families during his absence had occupied lands previously granted to him and that
Cornelius Atkinson was encroaching upon his Onion Bottom lands south of the Juniata. The Pennsylvania Board of Property, at a
meeting held October 27, 1766, decided that Huling held the prior warrant and appointed arbitrators to first set off Huling's land
and then Atkinson's, giving due regard to the improvements each had made. Huling was not satisfied with the award but his appeal
from the decision of the arbitrators was denied.
In 1774 Cornelius Atkinson was granted two tracts of land under warrant in Northumberland County and probably moved his
family there as they were residents of that county at the beginning of the Revolutionary War. Soon after the Committees of safety
had become organized in Pennsylvania he enlisted, Jan. 14, 1776, as first lieutenant in the first company of the Second Battalion of
the Northumberland county Associators. This battalion was in the command of Colonel James Potter, one of the original members
of the Committee of safety. James and Charles Atkinson enlisted with their father. These boys started a career as frontiersmen patterned after that of their father, and for the next twenty years or more were frequently engaged in military service against the Indians or otherwise in defense of their country. Later in the Revolution the 3rd son, William Atkinson, enlisted in the Pennsylvania
militia as a member of Robinson's Rangers.
Long afterwards in 1832, when Charles Atkinson applied for a pension for his Revolutionary services, he mentioned some of
the duties performed by him and his fellow-rangers in 1779. They guarded provision boats going up the Susquehanna with supplies, and were also engaged in destroying an Indian Company which was boating green corn up the Susquehanna River from the
Indian cornfields to their stockade at Tioga Point. The year following he was in the expedition against the Indians up the west
branch of the Susquehanna. Tradition has it that Cornelius was wounded during this campaign.
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In the last years of the Revolution, Cornelius and his older sons were enrolled in the Cumberland County Militia and presumably returned to that county to live about 1781. Cornelius and some of his children, including William, continued to reside
there until about 1800.
After the Revolution the older children of Cornelius Atkinson married and founded homes of their own. Charles married
Sarah McKnight but she died in childbirth leaving a child who was reared in the home of his uncle, Cornelius Atkinson Jr.
Charles Atkinson later married Elizabeth Stephens, Dec. 4, 1787, daughter of Andrew Stephens, Ferry Man on the Juniata
River in Pennsylvania. William Atkinson married, perhaps earlier in the same year, Mary McCoy, the eighteen-year old daughter of Lieutenant Thomas McCoy who had served in the 6th Pa. Battalion and been taken prisoner at Quebec. Mary's mother,
Elizabeth Baskins, was daughter of James Baskins who operated the first ferry across the Susquehanna where it is now crossed
by U.S. Route 22. James Atkinson married Mary Brown. In the early 1790's Charles Atkinson went to live on Ten Mile Creek
in Green County, Pa. He, and probably his brother James also, engaged in defense of the frontier against the Indians and lived
in a stockade fort near the present city of Waynesburgh. They both served in the campaign against the so-called Whiskey Rebellion. James was sergeant in Capt. James Seal's Company for 265 days and Charles was private in the same company.
Charles later served at Ft. Henry on the present site of Wheeling, W. Va. About the end of the 18th Century they moved to
Northwest Territory on Sunfish Creek in what is now Monroe County, Ohio, where they were soon joined by their brothers
William, Isaac and Mitchell and their sister Mary (Jones-Ingraham).
These early Ohio Atkinsons took a leading part in the development of their new place of settlement. The five brothers were
generally known as the Disciples built the first church in Adams Township, Monroe County, Ohio in 1825. James was the
founder of the village of Jamestown, now known as Cameron. When Monroe County was organized in 1813 William was chosen as one of the first County Commissioners and was later one of the founders of the Village of Clarington - named after
Clarinda, one of the daughters of the clan. Isaac was first an associate judge and later represented his county in the state legislature, first as representative and afterward as state senator. Mitchell, the youngest brother and only nineteen years of age when
he came to Ohio was the first school-teacher in Salem Township, the schoolhouse being on the farm of his brother Charles. He
later became county surveyor.
The sons and daughters of the pioneers were adventurous spirits and their lives were far from prosaic. Ruth, the youngest
daughter of Charles, rode horseback to Illinois with her husband on their wedding journey. The men of the family took pride in
their physical prowess. The oldest son of Charles, known as "Blue-head Jim," won many a bout at fisticuffs and claimed to be
champion of the county in that rough pioneer sport. Their impetuosity and hardihood sometimes led to tragic endings: one engaged in some venture (the nature of which is now forgotten) on the Ohio River, and was never thereafter heard from; William
Jr., met sudden and accidental death from a falling roof-log which he was vainly trying to lift in place at a "house-raising" after
it had baffled the strength of others. At a much later period one member of the family who inherited to a marked degree the size
and strength of his forbears, and measured six feet seven inches in height, was facetiously nicknamed "Shorty Atkinson."
While many of his descendants were pioneering in Ohio, Cornelius Atkinson was spending his declining years among those
who remained on the Susquehanna. Cornelius Jr. had served in the militia, and later against the Whiskey Rebellion, but returned to the region of his upbringing. Having no children of their own, he and his wife reared Henry Sebastian Atkinson, the
motherless son of his brother Charles. Keziah and her husband, James Martin, lived near the original home site and had a number of descendants who lived in that part of Pennsylvania. The other two daughters of Cornelius Sr., Jane Robinson and Rebecca Clark, lived in Pennsylvania after their marriage. Sometime after 1800 it appears that Cornelius, the Ranger, and his wife
moved across the river into Halifax Township, Dauphin County, where the latter died in 1807. Cornelius died in 1815 and his
son-in-law, James Martin, was appointed Administrator of his Estate. The following year his heirs sold Sheep Island at the
mouth of the Juniata, which he had owned from 1767 till the date of his death.
Cornelius and his wife Mary are buried in Dauphin County, PA . Charles and his wife Elizabeth, his brothers James and William are buried in the Old Cameron Cemetery, located in Cameron, Monroe County, Adams Township, Ohio (aka Atkinson
Cemetery, Hartline Cemetery and Revolutionary War Cemetery)

In the beginning of a change, the patriot is a scarce man, and brave, “No man’s life, liberty or fortune is safe while our
and hated and scorned. When his cause succeeds, the timid join him, legislature is in session.”
for then it costs nothing to be a patriot.
Benjamin Franklin
Mark Twain
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PATRIOTS
EBRASKA SOCIETY OFFICERS
2010-2011

Welcome ew 2010
ESSAR Members
Lincoln Chapter

President: laVerne Stetson, Lincoln
1st Vice President: Fred Walden, Omaha
2nd Vice President: John Reinert, Lincoln

Stanley D. Wostrel

Secretary: Dr. David Kentsmith, M.D., Omaha

Luther Palmer Johnson, M.D.

Treasurer: William Webb, Omaha

Omaha Chapter
Mark J. Diercks

Registrar: Thomas Masters, Lincoln
Deputy Registrar: Robert Knott, Omaha

Chester R. Harris, Jr.
Michael H. Wheeler
Jordan T. Cash

BOARD OF COU SELORS
2010-2011

Richard D. Ewing

Chairman: LaVerne Stetson, Lincoln

Charles W. Harmon

1st Vice President: Fred Walden, Omaha

Members at Large

2nd Vie President: John Reinert, Lincoln

Jon W. Louden
LeRoy J. Louden
Transfers into our Society
Paul Davis— California Society
Re-instatement
Joseph Campbell— Omaha

Secretary: Dr. David Kentsmith, M.D., Omaha
Treasurer: William Webb, Omaha
Registrar: Thomas Masters, Lincoln
Deputy Registrar: Robert Knott, Omaha
Chapter Vice President: Thomas Conley

Note from the Editor: Did you know that past issues of the Husker Patriot will be made available on the Nebraska Society website? Did you know that you can also receive the Husker Patriot by e-mail?
In an effort to reduce costs associated with the production and mailing of the Husker Patriot, the Publicity Committee approved the issuance of the state newsletter by e-mail. The online and e-mail edition is being made available to
those members who would prefer to receive it in this manner full of color pictures and at least two or three days before the mailed edition would arrive at their mailing address. Those members who do not have e-mail will continue
to receive their copy by the Postal Service.
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